





PRAISE FOR THE BIG ONE:

“Fabulous . . . Unforgettable . . . The Big One
had me on the edge of my seat, kept me up
nights, and turned out to be one of the best
books I've ever read.” —THE STAR-LEDGER (NEWARK)

“The Big One is a rollicking true story of a grand
American obsession. You don’t have to be a
fisherman to relish David Kinney’s marvelous

account of the annual striper madness on

Martha’s Vineyard, or his unforgettable portraits

of the possessed. It’s a fine piece of journalism,

rich with color and suspense.”—cARL HIAASEN

“A terrific book . . . Everyone should read one
book about fishing as sports competition.
This is that book.” —THE sPorRTING NEWS

“Fish fan or not, you will find the narratives and
characters in The Big One rich and intriguing
and weird and wonderful. A great read and a

great tale.”—susaN ORLEAN

“Marvelous . . . Funny, weird, compelling . . .
[Kinney] is a master. . . . A fascinating, crisply
written booK.” —THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

“Whoever said fishing is boring was dead wrong.
The Big One is smart, funny, and lively. It’s
populated by a cast of colorful obsessives. It’s
elegantly written and deeply felt. David Kinney
has crafted a portrait of a place, a culture, and
a tradition with a message bigger than any
Derby-winning striper: that life truly is
all about the chase.”—sTEFAN FATSIS

“Well researched and frankly told, The Big One
is a striking tale of America’s fixation with a
little island with gargantuan personality. . . .

Kinney delivers bright, boisterous prose true to

the derby’s melee of egos, fishy romance, and

the quixotically obsessed.”—FLy FISHERMAN

“The Big One offers an unforgettable view of a
remarkable fishing derby, the island on which it
takes place, the drama, the shenanigans, and
its unique participants. All fishermen
will love this book.”—Nick LYONs

“A roaring account.” —cAPE cop TIMES

“One of the best fishing books I've reviewed in
quite a while.” —THE PLAIN DEALER

DAVID KINNEY has written for The Philadelphia Inquirer,
the Associated Press, and The Star-Ledger (Newark), where he
worked on the team that won a Pulitzer Prize in 2005. He
lives with his family outside Philadelphia.

“A great tale . . . What makes Kinney’s book so
fascinating is that it’s not just a book about
fishing, but a book that uses the fishing culture
of the island to weave in and out of the
ridiculously complex fabric that is Vineyard
society. . . . Like most great nonfiction, it
reveals characters fiction writers would be hard-
pressed to duplicate. If you fish, or love the
Vineyard, or—best case—both, The Big One is
well worth the time, the firewood, and the
scotch.”—MARTHA’S VINEYARD TIMES

“Engaging . . . A fine book . . . Even if you care
little for fishing, it is worth reading for the
characters, the rivalry, the drama, and the

eccentricities of this place.” —viINEYARD GAZETTE
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the wounded little homunculus that lives, largely ignored, in all
of us, a creature that wrestles with a guilt and grief that is as
historical as it is personal. The Convalescent is a melancholy

delight.” — Chris Adrian, author of The Children’s Hospital

THE CONVALESCENT

Jessica Anthony

$14.00

paperback

51/2 x8 1/4, 240 pp.

Fiction (FIC019000)

978-0-8021-4495-9

U.S. and Canadian rights: Grove Press

All other rights: McSweeney’s Books
(tel.: 415-642-5624)

Carton quantity: 36

Previous ISBN: 9781934781104

Residence: Portland, ME
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THE CONYALESCENT

by JESSICA ANTHONY

“Jessica Anthony is a writer possessed of mind-bending talents. Inconceiv-
ably, she’s written a novel that’s innocent and wise, grave and hilarious,
bleak and hopeful, fast-paced and meditative, heartbreaking and heart
healthy, evanescent and concrete. Reading it, I felt as though I'd stumbled
upon a magical text that might, at any moment, disappear from my hands.

The Convalescent is that kind of special.” —Heidi Julavits

he Convalescent is the story of a small, bearded man selling meat out of a

bus parked next to a stream in suburban Virginia . . . and also, somehow,

the story of ten thousand years of Hungarian history. Jessica Anthony, the
inaugural winner of the Amanda Davis Highwire Fiction Award, makes an unfor-
gettable debut with an unforgettable hero: Rovar Akos Pfliegman—unlikely
bandit, unloved lover, and historian of the unimportant.

“A blissfully nutty, brainy, ribald, brilliantly imaginative ode to human lone-
—Francisco Goldman,

author of The Long Night of White Chickens

liness, oddity, and persistence.”

JESSICA ANTHONY was born in upstate New York in a small agricultural
community sandwiched between a Native American reservation and a cutlery
factory. Her fiction has appeared in Best New American Voices, Best American
Nonrequired Reading, McSweeneys, Mid-American Review, New American Writing,
and elsewhere. She is the winner of the Amanda Davis Highwire Fiction Award,
the Summer Literary Seminars fiction contest, and has been a fellow at the
MacDowell Colony, the Millay Colony, the Ucross Foundation, and the Virginia
Center for the Creative Arts. She lives in Portland, Maine.



“Wonderfully readable, in fact gripping, with
surprising bursts of recognition, humor and wonder.’

—The Washington Post Book World

THE MEZZANINE

Nicholson Baker

¢ Nicholson Baker is the best-selling
author of Vox, The Fermata, and
Human Smoke

e Baker received a National Book
Critics Circle Award and the James
Madison Freedom of Information
Award for his nonfiction book
Double Fold: Libraries and the
Assault on Paper

$13.00 (Canada: $16.50)

paperback

51/2x81/4, 142 pp.

Fiction (FIC019000)

978-0-8021-4490-4

U.S. and Canadian rights: Grove Press

All other rights: Melanie Jackson Agency, LLC
(tel.: 212-873-3373)

Carton quantity: 36

Previous ISBN: 9780679725763

Residence: Maine
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The Mezzanine

Nicholson Baker

Bestselling Author of Vox and The Fermata

“A very funny book . . . Its 135 pages probably contain more insight into life
as we live it today than anything currently on the best-seller list.”
—The New York Times

n his startling, witty, and inexhaustibly inventive first novel—first publishhed

in 1986 and now reissued as a Grove Press paperback—the author of Vox and

The Fermata uses a one-story escalator ride as the occasion for a dazzling re-
appraisal of everyday objects and rituals. From the humble milk carton to the act
of tying one’s shoes, The Mezzanine at once defamiliarizes the familiar world and
endows it with loopy and euphoric poetry. Nicholson Baker’s accounts of the
ordinary become extraordinary through his sharp storytelling and his unconven-
tional, conversational style. At first glance, The Mezzanine appears to be a book
about nothing. In reality, it is a brilliant celebration of things, simultaneously
demonstrating the value of reflection and the importance of everyday human

experiences.

“Captures the spirit of American corporate life and invests it with a passion

and sympathy that is entirely unexpected.” —The Seattle Times

“A constant delight . . . among the year’s best.” —The Boston Globe

“Baker writes with appealing charm . . . [He] clowns and shows off . . .
rambles and pounces hard; he says acute things, extravagant things, terribly

funny things.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review

Nicholson Baker is the author of eight novels— The Mezzanine, Room Temperature,
Vox, The Fermata, The Anthologist, A Box of Matches, Checkpoint, and The Ever-
lasting Story of Nory—and four works of nonfiction, U and I, Double Fold, The Size
of Thoughts, and Human Smoke. He lives with his wife and two children in Maine.



“I’ve always played with the notion of rewriting one of my
published works. Other artists, like musicians, sculptors, and

painters, continually revise and reinterpret their work. Why
should a book remain static? So here is my remix of War

3

Dances.’

WAR DANCES

Sherman Alexie

e War Dances was a national best
seller

¢ First serial of “War Dances” ran in
The New Yorker

e Alexie’s books have sold over one
million copies worldwide

e Alexie is the recipient of the
National Book Award, the Stranger
Genius Award in Literature, the
Malamud Award from PEN/Faulkner
Foundation, and is one of The New
Yorker: 20 Writers for the 21st
Century and Granta: Twenty Best
American Novelists Under 40

e tie-in with author lecture schedule
e academic marketing
e Internet/blog campaign

e author Web site
(www.fallsapart.com)

e newsletter cooperative advertising
available

$14.00 (Canada: $17.50)

paperback

51/2x81/4, 208 pp.

Fiction (FIC019000)

978-0-8021-4489-8

U.S. and Canadian rights: Grove Press

All other rights: Nancy Stauffer Associates
(tel.: 203-655-3717)

Carton quantity: 36

Previous ISBN: 9780802144898

Residence: Seattle
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REMIXED

EDITION

—Sherman Alexie

“The structure [in War Dances] is sophisticated yet playful, a subtle way to
bring lightness to heavy topics such as senility, bigotry, cancer, and loneli-
ness. . . . A mix tape of a book, with many voices, pieces of different length,
shifting rhythms, an evolving story.” —Carolyn Kellogg, Los Angeles Times

n his first new fiction since winning the National Book Award for 7he

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, best-selling author Sherman

Alexie delivers a virtuoso collection of tender, witty, and soulful stories that
expertly capture modern relationships from the most diverse angles. War Dances
brims with Alexie’s poetic and revolutionary prose, and reminds us once again
why he ranks as one of our country’s finest writers.

With bright insight into the minds of artists, entreprenecurs, fathers,
husbands, and sons, Alexie populates his stories with ordinary men on the brink
of exceptional change. In the tour-de-force title story, a son remembers his father
slowly dying a “natural Indian death” from alcohol and diabetes, just as he learns
that he himself may have a brain tumor. With “The Ballad of Paul Nonetheless,”
Alexie dissects a vintage clothing store owner’s failing marriage and his subse-
quent courtship of a Puma-clad stranger in various airports across the country.
“Breaking and Entering” recounts a film editor’s fateful confrontation with an
adolescent who forcibly enters his house to steal his DVD collection.

Brazen and wise, humorous and passionate, War Dances takes us to the heart
of what it means to be human. The new beginnings, successes, mistakes, and
regrets that make up our daily lives are laid bare in this wide-ranging and
provocative new work that is Alexie at the height of his powers.

Reservation Blues
(978-0-8021-4190-3 * $14.00 * USCO)

Ten Little Indians
(978-0-8021-4117-0 * $13.00 * USCO)

The Toughest Indian in the World
(978-0-8021-3800-2 * $14.00 * USCO)

Also available:
Flight
(978-0-8021-7037-8 * $14.00 * USCO)
Indian Killer
(978-0-8021-4357-0 * $15.00 * USCO)
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven
(978-0-8021-4167-5 * $15.00 * USCO)

© CHASE JARVIS



PRAISE FOR WAR DANCES:

“Sherman Alexie mixes up comedy and tragedy,

shoots it through with tenderness, then delivers

with a provocateur’s don’t-give-a-damn flourish.

He’s unique, and his new book, War Dances, is
another case in point.”

—MARY ANN GWINN, THE SEATTLE TIMES

“Sherman Alexie is not a finicky writer. He is
often messy and in-your-face in a way that can
make you laugh (or shudder) when you least
expect to. . . . War Dances is Alexie’s fiercely
freewheeling collection of stories and poems
about the tragicomedies of ordinary lives.”
—O0, THE OPRAH MAGAZINE

“Sherman Alexie is a rare creature in
contemporary literature, a writer who can make
you laugh as easily as he can make you cry.
He’s also frighteningly versatile, as a poet,
screenwriter, short story author, and novelist.”
—BEN FULTON, THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

“Penetrating . . . Alexie unfurls highly expressive
language . . . [in] this spiritedly provocative
array of tragic comedies.” —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“[With War Dances], Sherman Alexie enhances
his stature as a multitalented writer and an
astute observer of life among Native Americans
in the Pacific Northwest. . . . [An] edgy
and frequently surprising collection.”
—HARVEY FREEDENBERG, BOOKPAGE

“Encounter [Alexie’s work] once and you’ll never
forget it.” —LIBRARY JOURNAL

“Alexie is at his best in this collection of
hilarious and touching stories.”
—GEETA SHARMA-JENSEN, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL

“Funny, humane, sad, structurally interesting
. . - Worth reading.”
—JACOB SILVERMAN, VIRGINIA QUARTERLY REVIEW

“A supremely gratifying reading experience.”
—PAUL CONSTANT, THE STRANGER

SHERMAN

ALEXIE

WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD

the Remix

WAR™
DANCES

SHERMAN ALEXIE is the author of Reservation Blues,
Indian Killer, The Toughest Indian in the World, Ten Little Indi-

ans, Flight, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, and
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

“Few other contemporary writers seem willing to
deal with issues of race, class, and sexuality as
explicitly as Alexie . . . [War Dances is] a
virtuoso performance of wit and pathos, a
cultural and familial critique and a son’s quiet,
worthless scream against the night as his father
expires . . . [that] reminds me of the early-

twentieth-century master of the short form

Akutagawa Riyunosuke. . . . Yet again Sherman
Alexie has given us a hell of a ride.”

—ANTHONY SWOFFORD, BARNESANDNOBLE.COM
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We all go back to the house or town where we were
raised, to an old friend or lover, to an idea or belief we
long ago abandoned

GRANTA 111
Going Back

Edited by John Freeman

ere all seduced by the idea of going back. But can we

ever trust our memories? We return (or attempt to

return) to places, friends, lovers, missed opportunities,
and versions of ourselves that no longer exist. Or we're haunted and
shaped by the fact that returning—going back—isn’t an option.
Can we ever trust our memories?

In this latest issue of Granta, writers meditate on these essential
questions from an exciting array of vantage points. Wendell Steav-
enson revisits Iraq, where she follows up with the former prisoner
of war she interviewed after Saddam’s fall. Owen Sheers returns to
Zimbabwe and the memories of family who lived there, witnessing
how the country has changed in the past decade.

The issue will feature new fiction by up-and-coming writer
Claire Watkins, a profound essay on Detroit by the poet Lawrence
Joseph, a photo essay on Shanghai, and startling memoirs and

stories by the best writers from around the world.

JOHN FREEMAN’s criticism has appeared in more than two
hundred newspapers around the world, including The Guardian, The
Independent, The Times (UK), and The Wall Street Journal. Between
2006 and 2008, he served as president of the National Book Critics
Circle. His first book, The Tyrrany of E-mail, will be published in
October 2009.

$16.99

paperback original
53/4 x 8 1/4, 256 pp. All other rights: Granta Books
Literary Magazines (FICO03000) (London, tel.: 207-704-9776)
978-1-905881-19-2 Carton quantity: 24

U.S. rights: Granta Publications Editor’s Residence: New York City
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“Open City is either as cool as prestigious things get or as
prestigious as cool things get.”—HTMLGIANT

OPEN CITY
MAGAZINE

Volume 29

Edited by Thomas
Beller and Joanna Yas

ith a bold, risk-taking spirit and an uncanny knack for

finding vibrant, original voices, Open City features

today’s best new fiction, poetry, and essays from emerg-
ing and established talents. Past issues have featured Mary Gaitskill,
David Foster Wallace, Rick Moody, Denis Johnson, Irvine Welsh,
and David Berman. Known for launching the careers of a dynamic
range of new writers, the magazine presents a fascinating portrait of
a literary generation in the making: Sam Lipsyte, Lara Vapnyar,
Martha McPhee, and Rachel Sherman all began their careers with
publications in Open Cizy. By hosting many readings and events in
New York City and nationwide, Open City is true to its name—an
open and growing community of writers and readers. Contributions
to Open City frequently appear in The Best American Short Stories,
The Best American Poetry, The Best Creative Nonfiction, and Best
Nonrequired Reading. Open City #29 includes new fiction from Sam
Lipsyte, Christopher Sorrentino, Thorpe Moeckel, and Michael
McGerath, as well as poetry by James Schuyler and Derek Walcott.

“Open City showcases the literature of tomorrow today.”
—Los Angeles Times

“Open City reminds me of what I crave from magazines: surprise,
humor, nerve, a sense of collective imagination that takes in the
totality of the enterprise and is reflected in each contribution so
that the thing is more than the sum of its parts.” —Luc Sante

$10.00 (Canada $12.50)
paperback original

6 x 9, 254 pp. All other rights: c¢/o individual
Literary Magazines (FICO03000) copyright holders
978-1-890447-55-2 Carton quantity: 36

World rights: Open City Editor’s Residence: New York City
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